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Communication Needs         NAME: Date 

 

Communication Functions How (facial, gestures, sign, vocalize, 

verbalize, pics,  (PECS, board, device, 

etc.) 

Describe:  

 Identify / prioritize needs  

Attend to environment 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 

 

 

Attend to others Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 

 

 

Express wants/needs 

 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 
 

Make requests/choices 

 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 
 

Indicate to continue /stop activity/situation 

(more/all done, etc.) 

 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 
 

Request attention / help 

 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 
 

Protest appropriately 

 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 
 

Greet others 

 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 
 

Answer/ask questions 

 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 
 

Direct actions of others 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 
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Initiate, maintain, end 

interactions/conversations 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 
 

Make comments 

 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 
 

Relate personal experiences/events 

 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 
 

Express sense of humor 

 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 
 

Repair communication breakdown (how?) 

 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 
 

Express novel thoughts/ideas 

 

 

Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   

NA / DK 
 

 

 

Likes  Comments 

1. Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   NA / DK  

2. Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   NA / DK  

3. Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   NA / DK  

4. Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   NA / DK  

5. Not effective 1 2 3 4 5 Very effective   NA / DK  

 
Any behavior concerns?  (Circle:  frustration, hitting, grabbing, crying, etc.) and if so, give examples.  Consider communication “reasons” (attention, 

desires, continue/terminate activity/situation, assistance,  etc.) 

 

 


